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behind the Diyalah river, which enters the Tigris on the
east side some miles below Baghdad. Part of Maude's forces
moving northwards along the west bank were now rapidly
approaching Baghdad, where the sound of gunfire could plainly
be heard. On reaching the Hillah road, they fought an
important engagement which was watched by Khalil Pasha
in person from his pavilion near what is now called the Iron
Bridge. At about the same time a detachment of the Loyal
North Lancashire Regiment succeeded brilliantly in forcing
the passage of the Diyalah in the very teeth of the enemy.
There is a stone memorial to those who fell at * Lancashire
Bridge'.

On the night of 10 March there was an historic council
of war in Baghdad, as a result of which Khalil Pasha
telegraphed to Istanbul as follows :

'In the face of this attack which the enemy has carried
on without ceasing for three months with very superior
numbers and plentiful ammunition, I find that the XVIII
corps is almost at a standstill and its morale, from the com-
mander to the most junior man, so broken that I am con-
vinced, if battle is accepted with the whole of the enemy's
force tomorrow, Baghdad will be lost and the whole force
with its guns will be captured. Realizing the necessity of
breaking off the action and restoring the morale and material
strength of the army at a distance, I am faced with the sorrow-
ful necessity of abandoning Baghdad.'40

At 6 a.m. next morning a patrol of the Black Watch entered
and occupied Baghdad-West railway station. Troops continued
to arrive during the day, and in the afternoon General Maude
himself landed from a river launch at the British Residency.
Baghdad had again changed hands, after perhaps the mildest
siege in its long history.

How the town fared during the few hours which elapsed
between the departure of one army and the arrival of another
has recently acquired a new significance. ' The situation was
exploited by bands of riff-raff, who invaded and looted the
bazaars and generally terrorized the town. Quieter citizens
barricaded thernselves into their houses; and refused to come
out until they saw the British khaki-clad police in the streets.
The thieves, on the arrival of the latter, grew afraid to make
the best use of their plunder, and for some hours the strange